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INTRODUCTION

I WILL T ELL YOU A T RUE T HING!

Since 1 B.C., t here has no t  been a Christ ian who  do es no t  t e ll o f
“Jesus” by using t hat  very same name. Since 500 A.D., t here has no t
been a Muslim who  do es no t  t e ll o f  Mo hammed by using t hat  very same
name. In 1750, t he Chero kees knew Jesus and Go d by f ive co mmo nly
accept ed Old Test ament  names, yet  knew no t hing o f  t he New
Test ament  name “Jesus”. Where and ho w did t he Chero kees o bt ain
such ancient  kno wledge? When asked, upo n f irst  co nt act  wit h
Euro peans, t hey replied “direct ly f ro m Go d”.

Go Hee Dah
(A Long Time Ago)

“We Chero kee knew lo ng bef o re t he Go o d Apo st le  Jo hn t hat  what
ever is t rue is f ro m Unayklanahi, t he o ne creat o r o f  all t hings, Go d.”
“Yo u need no t  bo w t o  o t her human permissio n t o  believe in anyt hing
yo u believe t o  be t rue; as a Chero kee it  is yo ur respo nsibilit y t o  do  so
wit ho ut  f ear, f o r t his is t he mo st  t radit io nal way o f  t he Chero kee.”

T he o ne Go d o f  t he Chero kee was no t  t he vengef ul go d o f  a small
t ribe o f  war lo ving peo ple. T he o ne Go d in who m t he Chero kee believe
is benevo lent  and has no  specif ic cho sen peo ple. Of  all living t hings,
o nly peo ple have been cho sen by Go d, in t hat  t hey were creat ed wit h

t he abilit y t o  cho o se t heir pat h. T he pat h t o  Go d is by using t heir heart , so ul, and mind f o r t hat  which is go o d t o
be a “go o d” o r “go dly” perso n a “principled” perso n, who m t he Chero kee called “A ni yun wi yah”. To  st rive t o
beco me A ni yun wi yah is t o  ackno wledge t he desire  by a Chero kee t o  beco me a principled perso n, but  t hey must
f irst  cho o se Go d’s whit e  pat h o f  peace, which is what  t he ancient  Chero kees so ught . T hey saw t hemselves as
children o f  Go d. Blessed are t he peacemakers f o r t hey shall be called t he children o f  Go d. Chero kees spo ke t he
Old Test ament  names f o r Jesus t ho usands o f  years bef o re he appeared t wo  t ho usand years ago . Ho wever, t his
early kno wledge do es no t  give privilege, o nly t he respo nsibilit y which all o f  t he Creat o r’s human creat io ns have
and share, which is t o  mo ve t o ward Go d and go o dness in t ho ught  and act io n. Of  co urse, so me individuals, gro ups
o r nat io ns may cho o se t he o ppo sit e . All hist o ries, writ t en and o ral, o f  all peo ples sho w t he drast ic co st  o f  human
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act io ns based o n divine right , skin co lo rat io n, re ligio us dif f erences, and t he belief  t hat  yo u are cho sen and t hus
released f ro m respo nsibilit y o f  being civilized which is t o  t reat  o t hers as yo u want  t o  be t reat ed, o r in t he wo rds
o f  t he New Test ament , t o  lo ve t hy neighbo r as t hyself .

(Photo - Right)
The great Cherokee educator and social activist Sequoyah urged Cherokees to
come & live in freedom and dignity in Coahuila.

Appro ximat ely 3500 t o  4000 years ago , Chero kee legend says t hat
t hey were visit ed by a spirit ual being who  t aught  t hese principle  peo ple
ho w t o  live in peace wit h animals and humans, and ho w t o  have t he
pro per respect  f o r nat ure. T he legend has caused many Chero kee and
o t her peo ple t o  believe t hat  it  was Christ , o r a manif est at io n o f
so meo ne like him, who  cho se t o  appear, giving inst ruct io ns and
pro phecies t o  t he Chero kee peo ple. Is t his po ssible? If  we co mpare it
t o  t he similarit y o f  t he acco unt s o f  Go d appearing o r making Himself
kno wn unt o  men in t he Old Test ament  Christ ian Bible , t hen we can o nly
agree t hat  t he legend o f  t he Chero kee peo ple is po ssibly accurat e  and
t rue. Because t his inst ruct io n is widely believed t o  have already
o ccurred o nce in human hist o ry, ano t her appearance t o  o t her humans
is less dif f icult  t o  underst and and believe, as t here is suppo rt ing
evidence o f  t ribal st o ries exact ly like t he Old Test ament  Bible  wit hin
several Semit ic t ribes, and glo bally in many indigeno us t ribes.

Remember t hat  all t hings t rue are no t  co nt ained wit hin t he Bible ,
which is no t  t o  say t hat  what  is in t he Bible  is no t  t rue. A map o f  t he
Unit ed St at es is no t  in t he Bible; it  is no t  re levant  t o  t he co re message
o f  t he Bible . T he hist o rical Bible ’s set t ing o nly allo ws t he reader t o  bet t er underst and t he int ended message.
T hus, when t he ancient  Chero kee sang, spo ke, and chant ed, as was heard and do cument ed by several Euro peans as
lat e  as 1755, t he names “Shilo h”, “Head o f  All T hings”, “Ye ho  wah”, “t he Sun o f  Right eo usness”, and “t he Mo rning
St ar”, t hey were using names o r t it les which were bo t h Old Test ament  and Chero kee re ligio us wo rds o r phrases
f o r Go d. T hese Chero kee wo rds are co nsidered by mo st  mo dern Bible  scho lars as also  being Old Test ament
names used f o r Jesus bef o re his co ming and in t hat  t ime bef o re t he New Test ament  said t hat  t he Angel f irst  said
his name, “Jesus Christ ”, t o  Mary, t he mo t her o f  Jesus. In Chero kee, Go d was called “U nay klah nah hey”, t he
“Creat o r o f  All T hings”; t he o t her f ive names were also  used t o  describe Go d o r t he spirit ual perso n t he
Chero kees believed t hat  he sent  t o  eart h t o  inst ruct  t hem.

T he ancient  Chero kees also  knew what  a swine was bef o re t he Euro peans impo rt ed such, and had a pro hibit io n
against  eat ing swine and many o t her f o o ds co nsidered unclean. Chero kees wo uld keep o ne day wit ho ut  wo rk f o r
prayer. Chero kee wo uld marry o nly o ut side o f  t heir clan. A Chero kee wo man co uld divo rce her husband wit ho ut
physical vio lence t o  her. Ot her t ribes cut  o f f  her ears, o r burnt  her. Chero kees apparent ly had New Test ament
co mpassio n. When a man died, his wif e  co uld be t aken as a seco nd wif e , af t er t he passage o f  t ime, by a surviving
bro t her o f  t he deceased husband, which was exact ly t he pro cess do cument ed by several dif f erent  Semit ic t ribes
in t he Old Test ament .

Also  o ccurring appro ximat ely 3500 t o  4000 years ago , t he Chero kee language separat ed f ro m t he Iro quo is
language gro up and st ayed separat ed, because t he vast  majo rit y o f  Chero kee wo rds changed radically wit h t he
addit io n o f  new wo rds, lo gically because o f  int egrat io n wit h so me o t her peo ples and t heir language. T his
explains why o t her indigeno us gro ups, f o r example in t he Iro quo is f amily o f  languages, do  no t  have t he same
belief  syst em which includes Old Test ament  wo rds and co ncept s in t heir ancient  re ligio us pract ices (f ro m 1750
and bef o re).

(Photo - Left)
Cherokee Medicine Man Swimmer. A noble Cherokee.

All peo ple bring language, cult ure, and re ligio us belief s wit h t hem Where did
t he Chero kee o bt ain t hese early Old Test ament  names f o r Jesus, but , mo st
impo rt ant ly, no t  use o r kno w t he act ual New Test ament  name o f  “Jesus”? T here
is no  Christ ian missio nary o f  My Christ ian church kno wn t hat  did no t  o r do es no t
t each t he name o f  Jesus Christ , yet  t he Chero kee used f ive o t her co mmo nly
accept ed Old Test ament  names f o r Jesus. So me Muslim gro ups have recent ly
claimed early co nt act  wit h No rt h American Nat ive peo ple, but  what  Muslim do es
no t  speak o f  Mo hammed? Christ ians t alk abo ut  Jesus, Muslims abo ut
Mo hammed it  is t he mandat o ry co re o f  t heir belief . T hus, lo gic and co mmo n
sense wo uld dict at e  t hese cho ices: t hat  t he Chero kee received int o  it ’s t ribe a
peo ple who  bro ught  t hese Old Test ament  wo rds and co ncept s wit h t hem f ro m
o ut side t he Americas, t hat  t he Chero kee received such inst ruct io n and
kno wledge direct ly f ro m U nay klah nah hey, t he creat o r o f  all t hings, o r t hat  t hey
were received f ro m Jesus (even t ho ugh t hey did no t  use his New Test ament
name) who  bro ught  t hese names and inst ruct io n f ro m Go d t o  t he Chero kee. T he
writ t en hist o rical reco rds o f  t he ancient  Chero kees claim t hat  all t hree o f  t he
abo ve scenario s are exact ly what  o ccurred.

Also  co nsider t hat  t he o ldest  Chero kee migrat io n st o ry ref lect s t hat  “they
traveled over land a great distance, came to the ocean. built rafts, and crossed. They

landed and then went west, north, and south.”  Please no t e t hat  a Pacif ic cro ssing, upo n arriving in t he West ern
Americas, canno t  go  west , o nly east , no rt h, and so ut h. Lo gic, geo graphy, and o ral t radit io nal suppo rt  t he
o ppo sit e: an “At lant ic cro ssing” o f  so me t ribe o f  peo ple who  may have co nsidered t hemselves a principle
peo ple, who  knew t he One Go d t hat  was benevo lent  and t aught  f o rgiveness, and who  were against  human o r live
animal sacrif ices o r, cannibalism, as was ref lect ed in act ual ancient  Chero kee law. Dif f erent  physical t rait s exist ed
and were do cument ed wit hin t he Chero kee-variat io ns in eye and skin co lo rs, st raight  and curly hair, f acial hair
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amo ng t he men which make t hem so mewhat  generally dif f erent  f ro m mo st  o t her Nat ive American gro ups. In
1541, Co mmandant e Alva, under Hernan DeSo t o , t he f irst  hist o rically do cument ed (but  no t  t he act ual f irst )
Euro peans t o  see t he Chero kee, wro t e t hat  many o f  t he Chero kee were as f air skinned and blo nd as t he Spanish
so ldiers under him. Of  co urse, in No rt h America, t he majo rit y were a very handso me reddish bro nze cast . Only t he
Chero kees, Mayans and Incans had a wo rd f o r t he number o ne t ho usand; no  o t her Nat ive American gro ups had
t his co ncept . “One t ho usand” in Chero kee was called “t he ancient  o nes’ o ne hundred”, meaning t hat  t heir
ancest o rs had at  o ne t ime higher mat hemat ic capabilit ies t han t he Chero kee o f  t he mid 1700’s when t his ancient
Chero kee phrase was hist o rically do cument ed. Ot her dif f erences included t he pract ice rit ual o f  daily bat hing
go ing t o  wat er regardless o f  t he weat her no t  unlike t he Essenes, who  also  re ligio usly bat hed. T he Chero kee also
had an Ark, a chest  co nt aining sacred it ems, and t hey built  mo unds wit h t emples at o p. T he Chero kees are t he o nly
int act  surviving Nat ive American gro up t o  have been do cument ed as living o n a mo un at  t he headwat ers o f  t he
Ohio  River. T his is seen by t he writ ings o f  t he Walum Ollum, which is a hist o ry o f  t he Delaware peo ple who  f o ught
t he Chero kee f o r t his land f o r o ver a perio d o f  160 years, ending in appro ximat ely 700 A.D.

(Photo - Right)
Chief Rogers’ great grandmother, Mary Price, who taught her sons Cherokee ways &
incantations for health problems.

Unlike mo st  o f  t he mo und builders, who  pract iced rit ualist ic
cannibalism, t he Chero kee had st rict  laws co ncerning such, in t hat  t hey
wo uld put  t o  deat h (bef o re t he sun t hat  day went  do wn) anyo ne caught
pract icing it , inside o r o ut side t he t ribe. T he Chero kee wo rd f o r
cannibal in English is “raven mo cker”; yo u will f ind t his in t he o ldest
Chero kee st o ries, ho wever t he abo ve is an ancient  law and t he o ld
st o ries are t he vehicles f o r remembrance o f  t he law.

When a Chero kee is asked, even in t his present  t ime, whet her part
blo o d o r f ull blo o d, if  t hey st rict ly co nsider t hemselves subject ively a
Nat ive American and/o r so met hing e lse, a great  many o f  t hese
Chero kees will reply t hat  being Chero kee is being “so met hing e lse”, o r
Nat ive American plus so met hing e lse. Ancient  Chero kees didn’t  kno w
Jesus by t hat  name, but  t hey said in 1750 t hat  t hey knew Go d was t o
appear o n eart h as a man and t hey called t his perso n by f ive dif f erent
Old Test ament  names f o r Jesus. Also  co nsider t hat  t he Chero kees had
t hree act ual cit ies o f  ref uge, t hey had t he st o ries o f  t he f lo o d, and
many o t her Old Test ament  st o ries, and t hat  t hey also  had t he
pro hibit io ns f o und wit hin t he Ten Co mmandment s. T hese ancient
Chero kee re ligio us wo rds and t eachings, as pract iced and f o llo wed by
t he ancient  Chero kee, were apparent ly f ro m a t ime perio d o f  bet ween 500 B.C., when t he Jewish t ribes (o ne o f
several Semit ic language gro ups) f irst  o bt ained t he abilit y t o  read and writ e  in Aramaic and st art ed writ ing do wn
what  we call t he Old Test ament , and 4000 B.C., where t he st o ry o f  No ah (which was kno wn by all o f  t hese Semit ic
language t ribes, bo t h Jewish and no n Jewish) f irst  appeared in Semit ic (no n Jewish) writ ings, t he Gilgamesh
scro lls. T he seco nd o ldest  kno wn writ ing o f  t he st o ry o f  No ah and t he f lo o d is in India. Clearly, t hese early st o ries
are t he act ual and physical pro pert y o f  mankind, no t  any specif ic peo ple, f ro m t he beginning o f  hist o ry, which was
o ral t radit io n bef o re writ ing came int o  being.

T he Chero kee language is, in st ruct ure, like  t he Iro quo is language; ho wever, almo st  all o f  t he wo rds are
dif f erent . Osivo  in Chero kee means hello ; Casiho  in Sanskrit  (t he o ldest  mo t her language o f  all Euro pean, East
Indian, Arabic, and Semit ic languages) means hello  also . In prehist o ric t imes, t here were Af ricans in Cent ral
America and so ut hern called t he Olmecs who  apparent ly t raveled f ro m Af rica t o  Cent ral America. Whet her t hey
were lo st  o r simply superb seaf arers is no t  kno wn, but  t hey did have what  appears t o  be a magnet ic co mpass wit h
t hem, predat ing t he Egypt ians by 2700 years. If  o ne gro up o f  peo ple can make t hat  jo urney, why no t  ano t her? And
if  ano t her peo ple did so , wo uld t hey no t , due t o  f avo rable  o cean current s being abso lut e ly necessary f o r such a
jo urney, be f ro m an area which co uld be t he Medit erranean co ast , t he Canary Islands, Egypt , o r t he Middle  East ,
which are clo se t o  t hese black Af ricans who  co lo nized Cent ral America and so ut hern Mexico ? Remember t hat
t hese are t he areas no rt h o f  Af rica where t ribal st o ries say t hat  Go d is said t o  have spo ken t o  man, as is believed
by Christ ians, Jews and Muslims. T hese are t he exact  same re ligio us st o ries which are in t he f irst  f o ur bo o ks o f
t he Old Test ament  t hat  are , as o f  t o day, read and believed by Muslims, Jews, and Christ ians, almo st  a billio n
peo ple.

In the writings, journals and reports of various renowned missionaries to the Cherokee people we learn
the Cherokees had religious beliefs that were much more compassionate than the ways of many white men
that had come over to the Cherokee country from Europe. Their religious festivals, although different from
the ways of the world outside the Cherokee Nation, reflected their love for one another and devotion to the
one Author of creation, God.

(Photo - Left)
Mexican Cherokees.

T he Chero kee peo ple, by any st andard o r measure o f  civilized
values, were no t  uncivilized savages as po rt rayed by po pular media and
even so me missio naries who  had labo red under deno minat io n
blindness. T he Chero kees o ccupied a large percent age o f  t his great
land o f  America. America was as much t heir land as t he Pro mised Land
was t o  t he Semit ic t ribes o r earlier peo ples as reco rded in t he Bible .
Like all go o d t ribes, t he Chero kee peo ple f o ught  wit h a vengeance t o
keep t heir pro pert y, whet her land o r cult ure, wit h bo t h t he Euro peans
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and lo ng bef o re t hem wit h o t her Nat ive American t ribes when t hey and
t heir re ligio ns encro ached. Event ually t he Chero kee peo ple became
o nce again A People In Exodus ; t he Trail o f  Tears f ro m t he East ern U.S. t o

Indian Territ o ry was exo dus number six in Chero kee hist o ry. T he f irst  exo dus was t he migrat io n myt h; t he seco nd
exo dus was f ro m an island in t he so ut h go ing t o  t he no rt h; t he t hird exo dus was f ro m a Chero kee cit y mo und at
t he headwat ers o f  t he Ohio ; t he f o urt h was f ro m t he At lant ic seabo ard so ut h t o  Geo rgia and No rt h Caro lina; t he
f if t h was when t went y f ive percent  o f  t he t ribe lef t  f o r Mexico  in 1720; t he sixt h was t he Trail o f  Tears (1839) t o
Indian Territ o ry; t he sevent h exo dus will be (as Sequo yah pro phesied) when all Chero kees co me back t o get her
and f o rm Kit uwah, which was t o ld t o  me by a Chero kee ho ly man f ro m Tahlequah, Oklaho ma who  is no w in heaven.
“Kit uwah” is an o ld sacred pro nunciat io n o f  t he number f o urt een, which mans t he sevent h heaven o f  t he sevent h
heaven, a cro ss bet ween Eden and Shangrila, a place o f  peace and harmo ny. T he ways o f  o t her Nat ive Americans
and t he whit e  man wo uld o ver t he co urse o f  t ime t ransf o rm t heir cult ure and cause t hem t o  almo st  lo se t he
f ragment s o f  t heir no ble  ancient  belief s. At  t his writ ing t he Chero kee peo ple are just  st art ing t o  mo ve back
t o get her.
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